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AMERICA’S MOST ENDANGERED RIVERS® 2027
Online Nomination Form

NOMINATIONS DUE: Thursday, October 1, 2026
OVERVIEW
Rivers make life possible. They provide our drinking water, nourish ecosystems, sustain local economies, and connect communities across the country. But America’s rivers are losing their life-giving power. This is not just an environmental tragedy, but a profound threat to our health, communities, and safety. 
 
[bookmark: _Int_fDZUNn82]For this reason, every year, American Rivers announces America's Most Endangered Rivers® — the campaign that shines a national spotlight on rivers at risk, galvanizes the public to take action, and helps secure lasting victories for clean water and healthy rivers. Each year since 1984, local leaders have teamed up with American Rivers to use the report to save their local rivers, consistently scoring decisions that benefit rivers and communities.
 
Is your river facing an urgent threat, with a decision in the coming year that will impact its fate?  If so, please consider nominating your river for the 2027 report.

DATES AND DEADLINES
All nominations must be received by Thursday, October 1, 2026.  
 
Nominators will be informed of the selection decision by February 2027. 
 
American Rivers will release the report on Tuesday, April 13, 2027, in a comprehensive communications and public engagement campaign coordinated with the nominating partners. 

SELECTION CRITERIA
We will select rivers based on the following criteria:
1. The significance of the river to people, wildlife, and nature.
2. The magnitude of the threat to the river and its communities.
3. The presence of an upcoming (June 2027 to February 2028) local, state, or federal policy decision that will impact the river’s fate. (This is the most important selection criterion. If there is no near-term decision point, please do not nominate the river.)
BENEFITS AND EXPECTATIONS
What partners can expect from American Rivers:
The main benefit of being listed in America's Most Endangered Rivers® is an opportunity to secure additional visibility for your river and to galvanize public action around the critical decision point. From January to May 2027, partners can expect:
· Kickoff call and regular meetings to provide information about the process and needs 
· Content creation support
· Each river will have a dedicated report page, press release, action alert, and social media toolkit
· Outreach to regional and national media
· Project management for the report listing: Ongoing communication, updates, and general support from American Rivers’ Project Manager (Chantel Dominguez, Director of Conservation Partnerships.
· American Rivers staff liaison assigned to support your specific river listing 
From June 2027 to February 2028, American Rivers’ engagement on each of the rivers is carried out on a case-by-case basis and will depend on staffing capacity and regional priorities. From March 2028 onward, American Rivers will shift its attention to the 2028 America's Most Endangered Rivers® report.
What American Rivers expects from partners:
· A well-defined decision point for your river
· Approximately 5-10 hours per week from mid-January – April (please note this is an estimate and may depend on your specific river listing and requirements)  
· Collaboration in crafting the communications strategy for your river 
· Participation in 3-5 required virtual kickoff and planning meetings 
· Photos and video production (7-10 high-resolution photos and video content) 
· Writing and editing contributions (support and/or lead the creation of approximately 2 pages of written information about your river listing)  
· Availability to answer clarifying questions about your river, threat, decision point, etc.  
· Outreach to local media outlets and availability of a spokesperson to talk about your river during launch week (the key spokesperson should not be out of the office this week)
· Timely correspondence, feedback, and general responsiveness  
· Participation in a brief post-launch feedback survey 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Learn more about American Rivers and the  America's Most Endangered Rivers® campaign at About Most Endangered Rivers and Most Endangered Rivers FAQs. You may also contact Chantel Dominguez at cdominguez@americanrivers.org with additional questions or to schedule a one-on-one meeting. Our team is here to support the nomination process, so please do not hesitate to reach out.
· Completed nomination forms are required for all rivers, including previously nominated and listed rivers.
· Please do not disclose nominations to the public, post them on the internet, or notify the media.
· Submission of a nomination does not guarantee inclusion in the report. 

NOMINATION SUBMISSION
To submit a nomination, please either:
1) Fill out and submit the online nomination form (preferred method)
or
2) Download this Nomination Form and email the completed document to Chantel Dominguez at cdominguez@americanrivers.org. If any accommodation is needed to submit a nomination, please contact Chantel.

All nominations must be received by Thursday, October 1, 2026.





AMERICA’S MOST ENDANGERED RIVERS® 2027 NOMINATION FORM
Contact Information
Please provide information for the lead group and individual taking primary responsibility for activities associated with America’s Most Endangered Rivers®. Primary contacts should expect to be the designated organizer and collaborator working with American Rivers, should your river be selected.
 
Name (first and last):

Email Address:

Phone Number:
 
Name of the Organization/Entity You Represent: 
 
Will you or your organization be the primary responsible partner if your river is selected for the campaign (see above partner expectations)? If not, who or which organization would be expected to lead as the primary partner?
 
River Information
Please provide general background and information about the river you are nominating.
 
Name of River: 
 
State(s):
 
Cities/towns/communities impacted, and geographic boundaries (if not entire river): 
 
U.S. Congressional representation:
Senators:
House Representatives:
Districts crossed:
 

Selection Criteria
In the following sections, please provide information on the following selection criteria:
1. The significance of the river to people, wildlife, and nature.
2. The magnitude of the threat to the river and its communities.
3. An upcoming decision point that will impact the river’s fate.

The significance of the river to people, wildlife, and nature.

Please provide a summary of ecological and cultural values. (500 words or less)

Recommended information may include the following, as relevant:
· Is the river a source of drinking water? For how many, what communities, what percentage?
· Implications of public health and safety to the community;
· Cultural and recreational importance and use;
· Economic value (local workforce, jobs, livelihoods, tourism, etc.);
· Tribal treaty rights, cultural significance, and ongoing connections with Indigenous communities
· Connections to Black, Brown, low-income and/or other systemically underserved communities;
· Value of the river as habitat to fish, birds, plants, and wildlife, including any threatened or endangered species

The magnitude of threat to the river and its communities.
Answer the questions below to describe the threat to the river that you would like this campaign to address. Please choose one primary threat.

In one sentence — what is the biggest threat to your river right now?

 
Who or what is posing this threat, and on what timeline (e.g., how soon will the threat occur if no action is taken)? Please be as specific as possible, listing the company, project, bill, etc., if relevant. (100 words or less)
 

What is the level of the threat -- the short and long-term implications (e.g. public health and safety, accessibility, ecological harm, wildlife habitat)? (250 words or less)

 
Will/do threats to this river impact a community or a Tribal Nation that has been underserved based on any factor, including but not limited to race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, ability, income, or other systemic disadvantage? If so, briefly explain how. (150 words or less)


Is the threat (or will it be) in violation of any current standing legislation, treaties, or processes? (50 words or less)

A decision in the coming year that will impact the river’s fate.

What is the ONE decision coming up this year that the public can influence? Example: All permits for “x” construction must be denied. (150 words or less)


Who is the decision maker? (i.e., who has the responsibility to decide on this specific action for the river?) (150 words or less)
 
 
Within what approximate timeframe do you expect this decision to be made? (20 words or less)

 
Who in the community is supporting the action, and who is opposing? To the extent that it is known, what are the positions of federal, state, and local decision-makers? (150 words or less)

Is there any other important information about the social or cultural landscape of this decision? (150 words or less)




If this river is listed as a Most Endangered River, will it be part of a larger ongoing campaign? If so, briefly describe the campaign, your organization’s involvement, and the likelihood of securing a tangible impact.  (150 words or less)


 
Additional Information: Please note that the following questions will not be used in the selection process.
 
What would you be hoping to gain from an America’s Most Endangered Rivers® listing?

Are you currently, or have you ever, partnered or collaborated with American Rivers?

List additional partnering organizations that will be involved in America’s Most Endangered Rivers® activities, should your river be selected.

Are you or any of the groups or individuals listed above led by (or serve on behalf of) systemically marginalized or under-resourced communities, as defined above?

What else do you want us to know as we consider this nomination?
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