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Overview of Dam Safety Activities
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 November 2, 2021 – Congress passed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act)

 Act contains significant increases in funding for several dam safety programs and 
infrastructure

Overview of Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
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$800M $250M $118M $500M $6.5B$184M $983M
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 “3Rs”: 

 Rehabilitate for Safety

 Retrofit for Power

 Remove for Conservation

 $3 billion in the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law 

 $75 Million for Dam Removal – FEMA NDSP

 $1 billion in America the Beautiful

 $2 billion in the Inflation Reduction Act

The “3Rs”
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FEMA and US F&WS Collaboration
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Working with others to 
conserve, protect and enhance 
fish, wildlife, plants and their 

habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people.

To help people before, during 
and after disasters. 
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Wellsville Reservoir Dam Decommissioning: A HHDP Success & Lessons 
Learned Story
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1926: Dam constructed as a water supply for the village 
of Wellsville

1937: Spillway modified, roadway added, larger bridge 
over spillway added

1979-2008: Multiple US Army Corps of Engineers 
inspections documents the dam eroding. No repairs 
were made.

2018-2019: First Emergency Action Plan completed, 
identifying hazardous condition and downstream impact 
of a failure.

2020: Wellsville decided to decommission
2021: Wellsville applied for grants HHPD, state grants
2022: Breached and decommissioned 



Thank You
Questions?

Kayed Lakhia, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP, CFM
National Dam Safety Program Director 

fema-ndsp-support@fema.dhs.gov
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