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About freshwater mussels

Diversity and variety of species
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About freshwater mussels

Issac Szabo, USFWS
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Freshwater Biodiversity
in Crisis

Only 1% of the planet is
Freshwater

Freshwater populations
declining faster than terrestrial
or marine

Warming climates increase risk
of extinction for freshwater
aquatic species more than
terrestrial ones

Concentrations of imperiled biodiversity
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Einhorn & Popovich, 2022



VL Very long river (>1,000 km) |
L Long river (S00-1,000 km)
M Medium river (100-500 km)
S Short river (10-100 km)

River status
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Dams are a
leading reason
for the loss of
freshwater
biodiversity



Conservation Goals Achievable through Dam Removal
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SE Threatened and Endangered Species

iE

USFWS, River Uiknown K P "USF USFWS; Upper Rocky River

Cape Fear Shiner @

Brook Trout Appalachian Elktoe






Life Depends
on Rivers"
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