
Designing and planting 

your backyard 

rain garden 

Rain

gardens are 

beautiful 

landscaping 

features that 

manage stormwater

on site. Their loose,

deep soils absorb water and 

filter pollutants. Some rain 

gardens have under-drains that 

carry filtered water away.

Rain gardens 

complement any 

style of landscape.

Their size can vary,

and they can fit into 

odd shapes and spaces.

They are an excellent 

method of keeping

stormwater 

on site, and 

protecting 

streams and

rivers.



Why do you need 
a rain garden?

When rain and snowmelt run off our yards, roofs,

sidewalks, roads, and parking lots, the resulting

stormwater runoff washes pollution into our

streams and rivers. Stormwater, by rushing in all 

at once, also causes erosion and flooding.

Rain gardens can help prevent stormwater runoff.

These beautiful gardens are designed to collect 

and soak up stormwater and replenish ground-

water. Groundwater recharges streams 

and rivers gently and naturally.

By planting a rain garden, you can help solve some

of our stormwater problems. The deep, loose soil 

in your rain garden will soak up water that would 

otherwise leave your property. Rain gardens come

in all shapes and sizes, can be designed for any site,

are easy to install and maintain, will beautify your

landscape, and attract birds and butterflies.

You can easily create a simple rain garden 

in a weekend, for little cost if you use 

plants you already have. Or, you 

can install a deluxe rain 

garden that will take

more effort and

investment.

It’s all up 

to you! 

Where should you put
your rain garden? 

You can locate a rain garden almost anywhere,

but consider these things about placement.

Be sure your rain garden is downhill and at least ten feet

from building foundations. Place your rain garden 

away from underground utilities or easements. You want

water in gardens, not basements, and you do not want 

to accidentally dig up a gas line. It is a good idea 

to have utilities flagged before starting to dig.

The easiest place to put a rain garden is where water is

already going, in a low spot where water naturally collects.

If you aren’t sure of where that is, run a hose on the lawn

and watch where water flows. If this is an attractive place 

for a garden, you can design it there. You can also direct

water to that spot through an underground tile, construct 

a dry streambed lined with gravel, or use some other 

creative method.

The best place to put your rain garden is where you will get

a good view of it. The most practical place is to design it

into your existing landscaping. On a slope, it can be behind

or in front of a retaining wall, or simply in a scallop

cut into the slope. The surface of the rain

garden should be fairly level, to hold

water. You can also create a

berm around the rain garden

to hold water in.

How big and what shape

should you make your

rain garden? 

Any size or shape rain 

garden is perfect. Every 

rain garden, no matter 

what size, makes a 

difference. Just 

make one! 



How do you create 
the rain garden bed? 

Soil preparation leads to wonderful success! 

Soil around your home is compacted during construction,

reducing its ability to absorb water. Your rain garden

restores this natural function.

Your rain garden will need deep, absorbent soil to soak up

water. The easiest way to accomplish this is to remove the

existing soil and replace it with a light, loose mixture. One

recommended mix is 50-60% sand, 20-30% compost and

20-30% topsoil. To make sure water gathers in your gar-

den, make the garden saucer or dish-shaped instead of

mounded, with a dip about six to eight inches deep. The

sponge-like soil will do the rest.

Rain garden soil preparation can be from one foot to as

much as eight feet deep! The deeper your soil preparation,

the more water your rain garden will be able to absorb. You

can increase capacity by placing a gravel reservoir in the

bottom of  your garden, then placing your soil on top.

The characteristics of local soils also affect your rain garden.

If the surrounding soils do not absorb much water, make

sure your rain garden can soak up the volume of water you

plan to send there. You don’t want to create a pond or a

mudpie! The water collected should be able to soak into

the garden within a few hours.

Remember, the surface of the rain garden needs to be level

or slightly dipped, so water will not run out and will spread

evenly as it soaks into the soil. You can use a string 

level to help you create this feature.

What kinds of plants are
good for rain gardens?

Rain gardens feature easy-care perennial plants 

that do well in a wide range of growing conditions.

Native species are highly recommended for rain gardens,

and provide wildlife habitat as well as natural beauty.

Wildflowers, ferns, grasses, and even shrubs and trees 

are used in rain gardens.

Find a local nursery, botanical garden, or other 

horticultural group that can advise you on the right 

plants for your particular site and climate. Do not 

choose aggressive species of plants that you 

will need to divide frequently.

You can design your own rain garden, use an 

existing plan, or hire a professional to create your 

rain garden layout. Seeded or naturalistic rain gardens 

are economical and function well, but some 

people find them inappropriate 

in formal settings.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [554.976 360.000]
>> setpagedevice


