
 

         Nooksack River 
    Opportunities for Wild and Scenic River Designation__ 
 
 

Flowing from the high snowfields and glaciers of Mt. Baker, Mt. 
Shuksan and the Twin Sisters range in the North Cascades, 
the Nooksack River system is home to all five types of salmon, 
bald eagle, black bear, cougar, elk and many other fish and 
wildlife species that need intact, wild places to survive. 
Whitewater rivers, incredible mountain views and old-growth 
forests provide world-class hiking, kayaking and other 
recreation opportunities. Yet the majority of the Nooksack 
system remains unprotected.  
 
In 1990, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) studied the Nooksack 
River for potential inclusion in the national Wild and Scenic 
Rivers system. The USFS determined that all three forks of the 

Nooksack, plus Wells Creek on the North Fork and Bell Creek on the South Fork were eligible for Wild and 
Scenic designation for their outstanding fisheries, wildlife, recreation, scenic and historical/cultural values. 
Glacier Creek, Clearwater and Warm Creeks, and Wanlick Creek are also worthy candidates for protection, but 
were not studied by the USFS in its 1990 review.  
 
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is the strongest tool available to permanently protect 
our remaining wild rivers. Wild and Scenic designation would forever protect the 
Nooksack’s free-flowing character and special values. 
 
Benefits of Wild & Scenic Designation:  
 

·  Protects the river’s free-flowing character, water quality 
         and outstanding values 
·  Promotes river-friendly land use practices 
·  Protects important fish and wildlife habitat  
·  Protects existing, compatible uses of the river corridor 
 

What Designation Will Do: 
 

·  Prohibit dams and other federally-assisted water projects that impair the free-
flow of a river or its outstanding values. (Many hydropower projects have been 
proposed on Nooksack tributaries, and several are being explored currently.)  

·  Establish a protected corridor extending ¼-mile from the ordinary high-water 
mark on both sides of the river.  

·  Encourage partnerships among landowners, river users, tribal nations and all 
levels of government to protect the river’s outstanding values. 

·  Bring river stakeholders together in a collaborative process to develop a river                                                
management plan, to be completed within three years of designation.  

 
 
What designation Will Not Do:  
 
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act carries no authority to regulate the use of privately-owned land; land use 
controls on private lands are a matter of state and local zoning.  

“The Nooksack River is unique within the Puget Soun d…With protected headwaters and largely 
unconfined major tributaries and mainstem, the absence of dams, a relatively undeveloped floodplain, a 
functional estuary, and significant public ownership of forest lands in combination with a diverse set of habitat 
types, full suite of native fish species, and relatively progressive county management of water resources and 
ongoing restoration projects, the Nooksack deserves consideration as a significan t conservation 
opportunity.”   - The Nature Conservancy’s “Assessment of Freshwater Systems in Washington State” 


