
May 1, 2009 
 

The Honorable James L. Oberstar 
Chairman 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable John L. Mica 
Ranking Member 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
2163 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Chairman 
Environment & Public Works Committee 
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable James M. Inhofe  
Ranking Member  
Environment & Public Works Committee 
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

 
Dear Chairman Oberstar, Chairman Boxer and Ranking Members Mica and Inhofe: 
 
On behalf of our members and supporters we are writing to request that you adequately address 
the impacts of federal aid roads on water ecosystems in the next Transportation bill 
reauthorization.  Specifically, we urge you to include language in the bill to require all new and 
rehabilitated federal aid highways and roads to meet a performance-based standard to reduce 
polluted stormwater runoff and flooding.  
 
Highways and roads are a major source of stormwater runoff, which is a leading cause of water 
pollution in the U.S.  Roads and related infrastructure comprise two-thirds of all paved surfaces. 
These hard surfaces are the primary source of stormwater runoff, and prevent rainfall from 
soaking into the ground and recharging aquifers and filtering pollutants. Roads collect pollutants 
from tailpipe emissions, fluid leaks, and brake linings along with other contaminants that wash 
into rivers and streams during storms, polluting those bodies of water.  The increased runoff 
from these impervious surfaces also increases the possibility of flooding and sewer overflows 
that threaten the safety and health of our communities.  
 
Incorporating smart stormwater mitigation strategies - such as vegetated buffers and swales, rain 
gardens, and permeable pavement - into road and highway designs are cost effective, reduce 
stormwater runoff and flooding, and can significantly extend the lifespan and capacity of sewers 
and treatment plants by reducing flows into these systems. These techniques are extremely 
effective at reducing pollutants, such as sediment, zinc, and hydrocarbons, with some techniques 
removing over 90% of these contaminants.  
 
Many cities and states are already using natural practices in stormwater mitigation to avoid more 
costly alternatives.  Seattle, Washington’s Street Edge Alternatives program has reduced 
stormwater leaving the street by 99% through the use of vegetated swales to collect stormwater 
and reported a 29% savings over traditional street retrofitting and a 49% reduction in paving cost 
by using green techniques. California’s Department of Transportation found that comprehensive 
use of green infrastructure to control stormwater would only cost $2.8–7.4 billion, compared to 
$44 billion for conventional controls. 



 
We look forward to working with you to ensure that the reauthorization of the Transportation bill 
includes performance-based standards to reduce polluted stormwater runoff from federally 
funded roads and highways.  Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cindy Lowry 
Executive Director 
Alabama Rivers Alliance 
 
Jayme Oates 
Alabama Water Watch 
 
Lyman C. Welch 
Manager, Water Quality Program 
Alliance for the Great Lakes 
 
Kathy Andria 
President 
American Bottom Conservancy 
 
Katherine Baer 
Senior Director, Clean Water Program 
American Rivers 
 
Rachel Conn 
Policy Analyst 
Amigos Bravos, Friends of the Wild Rivers 
 
Kathy Phillips 
Assateague Coastkeeper 
Assateague Coastal Trust 
 
Nelson Brooke 
Executive Director 
Black Warrior Riverkeeper 
 
Julie M. Barrett O’Neill 
Riverkeeper and Executive Director 
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper 
 
Tricia Sheets 
Cahaba River Society 
 
Linda Sheehan 
Executive Director 
California Coastkeeper Alliance 
 

Sue Nickerson 
Executive Director & Nantucket 
Soundkeeper 
Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen’s 
Association 
 
Joseph E. Payne 
Casco Baykeeper 
 
C. David Merryman 
Catawba Riverkeeper 
Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation, Inc. 
 
Michelle T. Harrington 
Rivers Conservation Manager 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Steve Wise 
Natural Resources Program Director 
Center for Neighborhood Technology 
 
Adrienne Esposito 
Executive Director 
Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
 
Florence LaRiviere 
Chairperson 
Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge 
 
Paul Schwartz 
National Policy Coordinator 
Clean Water Action 
 
Natalie Roy 
Executive Director 
Clean Water Network 
 
Midge Hall 
Clark State Community College 
 
 
 



John Norquist 
President and CEO 
Congress for the New Urbanism 
 
Christopher M. Kilian 
Vice President, Vermont Director 
Conservation Law Foundation 
 
Joe Cook 
Executive Director & Riverkeeper 
Coosa River Basin Initiative 
 
Mary Ann Lucking 
Director 
CORALations 
 
Fay Muir 
President 
Croton Watershed Clean Water Coalition 
 
Robert Burns 
Detroit Riverkeeper 
 
Joan Mulhern 
Senior Legislative Council 
Earthjustice 
 
Robin Jacobs 
Executive Director 
Eno River Association 
 
Jan Conley 
Environmental Association for Great Lakes 
Education 
 
Darlene Coffman 
Earth Community of Rochester, MN 
 
John Rumpler 
Senior Attorney 
Environment America 
 
Jennette Gayer 
Environment Georgia 
 
Marion Hilliard 
Government Agency Liason 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs 
 

Hartwell Carson 
French Broad Riverkeeper 
 
Cathy L. Ramsdell 
Executive Director 
Friends of Casco Bay 
 
Elaine Marsh 
Friends of the Crooked River 
 
Arthur Grunbaum 
Vice President 
Friends of Grays Harbor 
 
Hugh Carola 
Land Trust Director 
The Fyke Nature Association 
 
April Ingle 
Executive Director 
Georgia River Network 
 
John Nelson 
Grand Traverse Baykeeper 
The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay 
 
Eric Allen 
Greenboatstuff.com 
 
David Beach 
Director 
GreenCityBlueLake Institute 
 
John Hoekstra 
Director of Watershed Advocacy 
Green Valleys Association 
 
Cynthia Sarthou 
Gulf Restoration Network 
 
Captain Bill Sheehan 
Riverkeeper and Executive Director 
Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc. 
 
Elaine Chiosso 
Haw Riverkeeper 
Haw River Assembly 
 
 



Ken Kipen 
Director 
Hilltown Anti-Herbicide Coalition 
 
Marian Naranjo 
Director 
Honor Our Pueblo Existence  
 
Stephen O. Wilson 
Executive Director 
Hudson River Environmental Society 
 
Laura Rubin 
Director 
Huron River Watershed Council 
 
Alma Hasse 
Executive Director 
Idaho Concerned Area Residents for the 
Environment 
 
Kevin Lewis 
Conservation Program Director 
Idaho Rivers United 
 
Sharon Feigon 
CEO 
IGO Car Sharing 
 
Kerry Mackin 
Executive Director 
Ipswich River Watershed Association 
 
Laura Calwell 
Kansas Riverkeeper 
 
Tom FitzGerald 
Director 
Kentucky Resources Council 
 
Jason Flickner 
Water Resources Program Director 
Kentucky Waterways Alliance 
 
Mark Fiorini 
Water and Conservation Chair 
Kittatinny Group, Sierra Club 
 
 

Lori Fisher 
Executive Director 
Lake Champlain Committee 
 
Chris Navitsky 
Lake George Waterkeeper 
 
Jenny Sanders 
Executive Director 
Little Tennessee Watershed Association 
 
Marylee Orr 
Louisiana Environmental Action Network 
 
Paul Orr 
Lower Mississippi Riverkeeper 
 
Michael R. Helfrich 
Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper 
 
Christine Tabak 
Executive Director 
Merrimack River Watershed Council 
 
Cheryl Nenn 
Milwaukee Riverkeeper 
 
Kathleen Logan Smith 
Executive Director 
Missouri Coalition for the Environment 
 
Marion Hilliard 
Government Action Education Chair 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
 
Laura Loomis 
Deputy Vice President for Government 
Affairs 
National Parks Conservation Association 
 
Nancy Stoner 
Co-director, Water Program 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
 
Carl Paulsen 
Program Director 
New Hampshire Rivers Council 
 
 



Betty Sanders-Seavey 
Executive Director 
New River Foundation 
 
Larry Hanson 
North California River Watch 
 
Grady McCallie 
Policy Director 
North Carolina Conservation Network 
 
Frank Tursi 
North Carolina Coastal Federation 
Cape Lookout, Cape Hatteras, and Cape 
Fear Coastkeepers 
 
Larry Hanson 
Northern California River Watch 
 
Nina Bell 
Executive Director 
Northwest Environmental Advocates 
 
Liz Hamilton 
Executive Director 
Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association 
 
Rich Cogen 
Executive Director 
Ohio River Foundation 
 
Keith Dimoff 
Executive Director 
Ohio Environmental Council 
 
Teresa Huntsinger 
Program Director 
Oregon Environmental Council 
 
Zeke Grader 
Executive Director 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s 
Associations 
 
Heather Jacobs Deck 
Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper 
Pamlico-Tar River Foundation 
 
 

Ron Comstock 
President 
Pine Creek Headwaters Protection Group 
 
Debbie Lord 
Environmental Scientist 
Pompeston Creek Watershed Association 
 
Stacy James 
Water Resources Specialist 
Prairie Rivers Network 
 
Gayle Killam 
Director, Protection and Restoration 
Program 
River Network 
 
Nathan Holscher 
Project Director 
Rivers Unlimited 
 
Ed Brocksmith 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Save the Illinois River, Inc. 
 
Barbara Warren 
Salem Sound Coastwatch 
 
Donna Frye 
Councilmember 
City of San Diego 
 
Sejal Choksi 
Program Director 
San Francisco Baykeeper 
 
Tom Ford 
Executive Director 
Santa Monica Baykeeper 
 
Jeff Kelbe 
Shenandoah Riverkeeper 
 
Ed Hopkins 
Director, Environmental Quality Program 
Sierra Club 
 
Eric E. Patterson 
Sierra Club Water Sentinels 



Kate Rube 
Policy Director 
Smart Growth America 
 
Robert Bush 
St. Louis Confluence Riverkeeper 
 
Michael R. Helfrich 
Stewards of the Lower Susquehanna 
 
Dana L. Wright 
Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 
Tennessee Clean Water Network 
 
Nelson Ross 
CEO 
Tennessee Izaak Walton League 
 

Ruth Gravanis 
Director 
Treasure Island Wetlands Project 
 
Brian Wegener 
Watershed Watch Coordinator 
Tualatin Riverkeepers 
 
Sally Bethea 
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
 
Christine Ellis 
Waccamaw Riverkeeper 
A Program of Winyah Rivers Foundation 
 
Jeffrey Odefey 
Staff Attorney 
Waterkeeper Alliance 

Paul Hoobyar 
Watershed Initiatives, LLC 
 
Buffalo Bruce 
Western Nebraska Resources Council 
 
Tess Sanders 
White Oak-New Riverkeeper 
White Oak New-Riverkeeper Alliance 
 
 

 
Dean Naujoks 
Yadkin Riverkeeper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CC: Members of Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 
 Members of House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure  
 
 
 
 
 


